the .wilderness of the frontier was assumed to provide certain desirable qualities in individuals and a unique national identity (47, 69) . What was once perceived as a never-ending expanse of "cursed and chaotic wasteland" (24) became a means to improve one's self and one's nation as Americans successfully moved westward.
The white settlers pushed beyond the Appalachian Mountain Range by the 1700s, and into the generally wooded Ohio Valley. By the early 1800s they settled in the Mississippi Valley and continued up the Missouri River. They entered Spanish Texas and began to rush through the Great Plains region toward the west coast by the 1830s. The major part of the Great Plains was opened to settlement after the 1870s, and was first utilized for raising cattle before being cultivated as farmland (Athearn 251) . By 1890 the frontier was assumed to be "closed" (Turner 1) .
Although the lives of the frontiersmen varied with their locales, times, and occupations, the white settlers' frontier experience was commonly seen as providing some universal benefits to the participants been examined from the perspective of how people affected the frontier more than how it affected them~ Limerick explores the religious, social, and economic motives of the settlers, arguing that they came to change the frontier, rather than hoping to be changed by it. She argues that they frequently felt "victimized" rather than enriched by the land {42). Revisionist historians also emphasize the ethnic and racial groups formerly overlooked by more traditionalist historians, as well as the negative aspects of frontier life. This can be seen in Hine's discussion on the cowboy's involvement in a "brutal" frontier lifestyle, as well as his inclusion of statistics on non-white cowboys {132).
Revisionist historians are interested in separating the "mythic" West from the "real" West {Nichols 2).
Literary expressions of the frontier have also varied over the years. Henry Nash Smith and James K. The Virginian helped to legitimize Western literature {Sonnichsen 7),
although it still presented a highly romantic view of frontier life.
Wister presents a frontier hero who successfully incorporates the benefits of his frontier experience with civilizations (Bold 42 ). Wister portrays individualism, self-reliance, and a close association with the land as frontier values which could be successfully incorporated into civilized society rather than being in opposition to encroaching society. capitulated to the twentieth century" (6). . This is symbolic of the frontier West dying; it is given brief respites from time to time, but eventually will become part of the past.
The Burlington Zephyr passing by the Bannon ranch every evening also suggests coming changes. While Homer feels saddened when he hears the train, Lonnie is excited and intrigued by it. Although Lonnie is still able to think of "all the reckless things that could happen in the next few years" (6) and yet not feel torn between life on the ranch and life in the cities, the Zephyr will continue to appear every evening. This chapter also foreshadows more strongly the fall of the ranch. When the vet alludes to hoof-and-mouth disease, Lonnie watches his grandfather, observing that "Squatting there with his brown hat pulled way down over his forehead he looked awful small and old, but awful determined" (42). Lonnie does not fully comprehend the threat to the ranch, although he is beginning to see Homer in a more realistic light.
Lonnie still mixes idealistic and more realistic perceptions concerning ranch life. While he feels pride in the hard work he put in on the roundup (51), Lonnie also expresses reluctance to continue the next day (53). He appreciates the beauty of the land, describing it as being "as perfect as some ranch picture on a serum calendar" (51). However, he leaves at the first opportunity to spend the evening in ·Thalia rather than sit on the porch to cap off a day of working on the land. Lonnie can identify with the traditional ranch values of hard work, oneness with the land, and stoicism, but he does not participate fully in this tradition.
-~-----~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- When Lonnie returns to the ranch he learns that the cattle must be destroyed. Mr. Burris, the vet, suggests selling oil leases while the ranch is under quarantine. This allows Homer's unique relationship with the land to be explicitly laid out. His declaration that "They ain't gonna come in an' grade no roads, so the wind can blow me away" (1 06) is more meaningful than if he had said "so the wind can blow my land However, Hud's arrival forever changes this for Lonnie.
Hud's rape of Halmea leaves no doubt about his departure from the mythicized cowboy tradition concerning the treatment of women, but more importantly it shows how, as a product of his society, he is powerful enough that the old ways can not overcome him. Jesse manages to get to Halmea's cabin, but Hud stops him just as he gets in the doorway. Homer never arrives, much less wakes up. Lonnie manages to shoot at Hud, but is-stopped before he can shoot again (113).
Jesse; Lonnie's 'happy medium,' is not a match for Hud, while Homer is too removed to do anything. Lonnie's two best potential role models are unable to stand up to Hud.
Chapter Ten marks the fall of Homer's world. Perhaps the most important sentence of this chapter is "Hud was not there" (123) at the Lonnie learns secondhand about a deal Hud is supposed to have made to buy the ranch, then learns about it from Hud himself. Lonnie begins to doubt Homer's ability to match Hud any more, for "When he [Hud] was running wide open he was a hard man to stop, and with Granddad so discouraged over the herd, and old anyway, I didn't know if he could set Hud down again" (132). Hud appears to be the most successful of the three men Lonnie looks to as potential role models, being "the only one doing any good for himself" (135) in Lonnie's eyes.
Lonnie feels he must warn Homer about the impending conflict with Hud. However, when he wakes up Homer, the ensuing conversation leaves Lonnie confused. Lonnie is disturbed when he realizes that "for some sudden reason he [Homer] wasn't with me, he was back in another time" (136). Homer looks "a thousand years old" (136) to Lonnie, who feels cut off from his grandfather and his world more than ever before.
Lonnie discovers I wanted to get out of the dark old house with its dreams · and ghosts. Granddad was on the other side of a high barbed fence, with each wire a year of life, and I couldn't go over it and I couldn't crawl through. (137) Homer has moved from being a father figure to being a representative of the mythicized frontier life, and is thus an unattainable ideal for
Lonnie. This does not make Homer any less of a compelling and desirable ideal, however. ... the whole song reminded me of Hermy and Buddy and the other boys I knew. All of them wanted more and seemed to end up with less; they wanted excitement and ended up stomped by a bull or smashed against a highway; or they wanted a girl to court; and anyway, whatever it was they wanted, that was what they ended up doing without. (145) Lonnie notes the sense of incompleteness modern society causes by both holding on to a mythicized frontier past and by not providing some way for younger generations to satisfy its idealistic intentions. They found his grandfather's world unrealistic to strive for, and the rodeo scene more image than substance. The next alternative is to go to the cities without the rodeo, a complete break from the cowboy world.
However, there is no one there to replace Homer and Jesse except Hud, and Lonnie is only comfortable at the diner, where the cowboys are.
There is nowhere for him to go.
On the way back to the ranch, Lonnie sees a coyote by the side of the road. This causes him to take his rifle from behind the seat and leave it where Hud can find it later. The coyote's appearance has significance of its own, however. Coyotes have been observed throughout the novel whenever Lonnie notes the changes in the ranch or Homer, or when he is feeling the need to be closer to Homer's world.
The first mention of a coyote is on page 22 when Lonnie hears "a dog yapping, stranded somewhere out in coyote country." He hears this after describing the changes in the ranch from one that used to have a full smokehouse to one that now uses the smokehouse to store broken The coyotes become a symbol of the ranch, the natural world, the frontier, and of Homer. In the above scene Lonnie can see the coyotes, but they disappear into the trees, much as the moment of ecstasy which comes to an abrupt end with Lonnie being thrown from the horse.
After Lonnie sights the coyote on his way home from the rodeo in (1985) and Leaving Cheyenne (1962) are two novels which deal with these earlier generations.
One of Lonesome Dove's main characters, Newt Dobbs, is similar to Lonnie Bannon in that he also feels removed from his frontier father figures' world. On the surface, ·this nov~ I seems to show Newt fully participating in the quintessential cowboy activity: the cattle drive.
However, several parallels can be drawn between Newt and Lonnie. 
